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The growth of national consciousness among the Canadian
people proceeds from the gradual economic integration of
the regions, the breaking down of local specialization, the
slow intermingling of inhabitants from different provinces,
and the interchange of thought throughout the half-continent
through the radio and other media of communication.
Despite these realities, the achievement of a cohesive nationa-
lity is hampered by lack of real isolation from the outer
world to assure a deep independence of spirit, and by the
heterogeneous origin and culture of the people, especially
the cleavage into French and British. Compared with
Australian, Canadian nationality is notably less cohesive,
less simple, much less rooted in.a few cardinal physical and
social circumstances, and more influenced by a neighbouring
nation not under the British Crown. The presence of dual
cultures raises complex problems in the building of a genuine
nation. The two peoples, with different ways of life, are
one at all only in virtue of the historical necessity and
contemporary expediency of sharing a common polity in a
common country. The vitality of the emergent supra-
nationality called Canadian, with its English and French
streams of culture, contracts and expands with circum-
stances; it rests on a highly delicate and yet enduring
balance. Successful collaboration in government over gen-
erations will inevitably create a deeper sense of community
than at present, issuing in a more real cultural nexus, just
as the sense of community today is stronger than when
Lord Durham wrote in his famous Report that the two races
"combine for no public object; they cannot harmonize even
in associations of charity.'' While such a sense of community
steadily grows, especially under the impact of industrialism,
the national coherence hitherto achieved within Canada
is admittedly much weaker than within the homogeneous
and unilingual Australia.
Furthermore, Canadian in contrast to Australian nationa-
lity is profoundly influenced by the neighbouring United
States. That influence is twofold, and has operated by
repulsion and attraction. In the first place it has stimulated